Notes to Table A1

There have been significant changes to the data reported in the Guide to local rents part I for 2005 compared to the previous year. It is especially important to take note of these changes, which are outlined in the Appendix, if data are to be compared over time.

	Column heading 


	Definition

	HA – all stock

(Source: RSR)
	· includes assured and secure tenancies 

· includes general needs housing 

· excludes all supported housing and housing for older people

	net rent
	is the average weekly rent before service charges are applied as of 31 March 2005.

	service charge (s.chg)
	is that service charge which is eligible for Housing Benefit as of 31 March 2005. The service charge is the average for stock that has a service charge. 

	gross rent
	is derived by recalculating the service charge so that it is the average for all stock (including stock that has no service charge, i.e., has a service charge of zero) and then adding it to the average net rent figure (i.e., it is not derived from simply adding the service charge column figure to the net rent column figure).  

	n
	gives the total quantity of stock on which rents are reported  by HAs as of 31 March 2005.

	Target rent

(Source: RSR)
	is the net rent level (at current prices) to be met by the end of the ten-year rent-restructuring implementing period in 2012.

· includes assured and secure tenancies 

· includes general needs housing

· excludes all supported housing and housing for older people

	rent
	is the average weekly target rent for general needs housing stock owned by HAs on the 31 March 2005.

	n
	gives the total quantity of stock on which target rents are reported  by HAs as of 31 March 2005.

	HA - new lettings 

(Source: CORE)
	· includes assured tenancies

· excludes secure tenancies 

· includes general needs housing

· excludes all supported housing and housing for older people (with the exception of ‘designated supported housing for older people’)

	rent
	is the average weekly gross rent (including service charges eligible for Housing Benefit) for all new lets (newly built, rehabilitated or otherwise acquired) made by HAs during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.

	n
	gives the total number of new lets made by HAs during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.

	HA – relettings 

(Source: CORE)
	· includes assured tenancies

· excludes secure tenancies 

· includes general needs housing

· excludes all supported housing and housing for older people (with the exception of ‘designated supported housing for older people’)

	rent
	is the average weekly gross rent (including service charges eligible for Housing Benefit) for all re-lets (where an existing property has become vacant) made by HAs during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.

	n
	gives the total number of properties re-let by HAs during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.

	LA – all stock

(Source: ODPM)
	· includes all assured and secure tenancies 

· LAs, unlike HAs, do not classify their dwellings as general needs or supported housing, thus sheltered and supported housing are included.

	rent
	is an estimate of the average net rents for LA stock for the period 1 April 2005 to 31 March 2006. The definition of average rent in the ODPM survey is of standard rent, which excludes service charges levied in addition to the net rent.

	n
	gives the total quantity of stock on which rents are reported  by LAs as of 1 April 2005.

	Private rent 

(Source: The Rent Service)
	· includes unfurnished and furnished assured short-hold tenancies and secure tenancies

	rent
	is the ‘referred rent’ (including service charges eligible for Housing Benefit) proposed by the landlord and referred by the local authority to the Rent Officer during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005 for Housing Benefit determination. The data include cases where the referred rent was not the rent returned to the local authority for subsidy purposes (i.e., Housing Benefit was not payable for the full amount of the referred rent).

Rent officer statistics categorise lettings by number of habitable rooms rather than number of bedrooms, therefore assumptions have been made about the relationship between the number of rooms and the number of bedrooms in a property. Please see the Appendix for details.

	n
	gives the total number of cases referred during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.


See the Appendix for further details on sources and methodology.

Notes to Table A2
There have been significant changes to the data reported in the Guide to local rents part I for 2005 compared to the previous year. It is especially important to take note of these changes, which are outlined in the Appendix, if data are to be compared over time.

	Column heading 


	Definition

	HA – all stock

(Source: RSR)
	· includes assured and secure tenancies 

· includes general needs housing 

· excludes all supported housing and housing for older people

	net rent
	is the average weekly rent before service charges are applied as of 31 March 2005.

	service charge (s.chg)
	is that service charge which is eligible for Housing Benefit as of 31 March 2005. The service charge is the average for stock that has a service charge. 

	gross rent
	is derived by recalculating the service charge so that it is the average for all stock (including stock that has no service charge, i.e., has a service charge of zero) and then adding it to the average net rent figure (i.e., it is not derived from simply adding the service charge column figure to the net rent column figure).  

	n
	gives the total quantity of stock on which rents are reported  by HAs as of 31 March 2005.

	Target rent

(Source: RSR)
	is the net rent level (at current prices) to be met by the end of the ten-year rent-restructuring implementing period in 2012.

· includes assured and secure tenancies 

· includes general needs housing

· excludes all supported housing and housing for older people

	rent
	is the average weekly target rent for general needs housing stock owned by HAs on the 31 March 2005.

	n
	gives the total quantity of stock on which target rents are reported  by HAs as of 31 March 2005.

	HA - new lettings 

(Source: CORE)
	· includes assured tenancies

· excludes secure tenancies 

· includes general needs housing

· excludes all supported housing and housing for older people (with the exception of ‘designated supported housing for older people’)

	rent
	is the average weekly gross rent (including service charges eligible for Housing Benefit) for all new lets (newly built, rehabilitated or otherwise acquired) made by HAs during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.

	n
	gives the total number of new lets made by HAs during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.

	HA – relettings 

(Source: CORE)
	· includes assured tenancies

· excludes secure tenancies 

· includes general needs housing

· excludes all supported housing and housing for older people (with the exception of ‘designated supported housing for older people’)

	rent
	is the average weekly gross rent (including service charges eligible for Housing Benefit) for all re-lets (where an existing property has become vacant) made by HAs during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.

	n
	gives the total number of properties re-let by HAs during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.

	LA – all stock

(Source: ODPM)
	· includes all assured and secure tenancies 

· LAs, unlike HAs, do not classify their dwellings as general needs or supported housing, thus sheltered and supported housing are included.

	rent
	is an estimate of the average net rents for LA stock for the period 1 April 2005 to 31 March 2006. The definition of average rent in the ODPM survey is of standard rent, which excludes service charges levied in addition to the net rent.

‘LSVT’ indicates that the LA has transferred most of its housing stock to an HA before 31 March 2005. 

‘N/R’ indicates that the LA did not make a return.
Where the local authority rent figure is shaded, it is higher than the average HA all stock gross rent in the local authority area.

	n
	gives the total quantity of stock on which rents are reported by LAs as of 1 April 2005.

	Private rent 

(Source: The Rent Service)
	· includes unfurnished and furnished assured short-hold tenancies and secure tenancies

	rent
	is the ‘referred rent’ (including service charges eligible for Housing Benefit) proposed by the landlord and referred by the local authority to the Rent Officer during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005 for Housing Benefit determination. The data include cases where the referred rent was not the rent returned to the local authority for subsidy purposes (i.e., Housing Benefit was not payable for the full amount of the referred rent).

Rent officer statistics categorise lettings by number of habitable rooms rather than number of bedrooms, therefore assumptions have been made about the relationship between the number of rooms and the number of bedrooms in a property. Please see the Appendix for details.

	n
	gives the total number of cases referred during the period 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005.


See the Appendix for further details about sources and methodology.
